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ſyſtem of 15 cannot fail to 
enervate their faculties, and blunt 
that edge and appetite of fancy 
| which i is neceſſary for the reliſh 
of any enjoyments : that, in ſhort, 
it is intirely deſtructive of all 
. happineſs, as well as of all virtue. 
Neither public nor private virtue 
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invariably i in mat the hi 
importance, as well as. in leſſer 
concerns, the preſent alanning pro- 
geeſs of Private vices and 'public 
corruption in this country, may be 
 eabily accounted for, by. examining 
the notions and ways of living of the 
paſt and of the preſent generations. 


the great and of the ſecondary 
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2 * 2 
o 6 +; 
$M 
— Fc > 
a 
| 1 * s : 
1 z 
; I 
Z * 

— i 

- " 

& 
* "* 
3H 
2 "th 
* 1 : 
ku « n 
. * . 
_ 
+ 
7 
* 
1 I 
* 4 
I 
* 


1 
0 


are now. 
3 n „ 
5 9 i 3 p e 7 : 5 


” - 
BS * 
1 * - 
- 8 
. 2 - « 
- * 4 1 % 
- * g * 
8 
1 
* 
al , 4 8 
> 
* . 
- oy — 
1 * 0 
— %- * 0 


eps... 


he ing Tn 


FP ˙ Ä oo Ie 


— n * 


— 
— 


—_ 
* 


Me... 


r 


4 * N Py 
_ L wy 
_ " 3 
wx. po. 


* — ͤͤęu— —˙ . —· - 


— — of ror ef . — 
Ka bes... — — 


variably occalioned, deer a ol 


them.” We adopted with an eage 
the more dangerous as the con 

ces were not then foreſeen, thoſe im- 
provements, as they were ſtiled, im- 
ow xe ſome of our faſhion- 
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ah cing ſuffered, to take their courſe by 1 
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; They, o 

y er, a . therefore whoſe 1 

| was, to have refilted, firſt and 1 
| Uly encouraged and patronized _ | 

They advanced, by. gradual | 
| ſteps, and in no long ſpace of. „ 
5 overflowed. the. whole” community. = 
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t to have changed, in foie 
1 refpects, the character and 
che temper of Etiglifhinen. | 05 as ; 
ſyſtem of parliamentary venality; u 
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o, was eſtabliſhed 
throughout the kingdom, by a ſet of 
men, whoſe names 2 are too well knewn : 
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for the welfare of the com- 
al, which in all ages and coun- ' 
| tries have "conſtantly: | os the ſure 
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An uncommon! ſolicitude 


1 for improving amuſer 
For at orgs or hems on, 
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5 weh ae ail Se | 
it were a virtue of the higheſt 
Beſide other illaudable effects, 
F a taſte for frivolous avoca- 
tions, totally inconſiſtent with the ſo- 
© lidity and mar lineſs of diſpoſition 
eee to the: Ing cel 


I gent; -but, vl is much i more te be 
lamented, it has blunted the edge of 


our national feelings, and relaxed the 
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1 our ne in t e 
cerns. „ . 
It . bi to create. no 


rg if, after diveſting ourſelves 


of that decorum im externals, which 
is the ſafeguard as well as the outline 


ſpectable light we were wont to dc 
This is a fact, wherein all enligh- 


tened, unprej liced 
enn © concur. Fs judicious : among 


chat we are | decor e, within this cen- 


of interior dignity, ve ſhould no 
longer act or appear in the ſame re- 
1 obſervers unani- 


foreign as among the na- 
x tives wi this country, univerſally agree, 
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1 minations; of a temper firmly ad- 


* 


herent, in ſpite of allurements, to 


reſolves and meaſures they deemee 
founded on ſenſe and . juſtice ; and 
to undergo alt hardſhips -and | 
. ; cations in their ſupport. 
"1 1k7 is obvious to any one who will 
1 Sy at the trouble of examination, 
F that an additional perverſion: of mo 
5 rals, both civil and do | 
lowed, the cſtabliſhment of this 
ſionate, unbridled propenſity. to in- 
dulge in a continual ſeries and variety 
of pleaſures... ext? ; e i730) 835 
The fact is, that, ſoon alter its in- 
| eee > an.increaſe of viciouſneſ 
. immediately _ perceptible, : and 
> 15 became the ſubject « of animadverſ on 


his appears oy as: 
ſermons and moral performances that 


at Salluſt ſays: of his country- 
men, the Romans, „18 rematkably ap- 
plcable t to RE mma nation. Ke. | 


8 
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ui auen, Jed Torrents ns eee 
tati. When the Romans had no 
longer the Carthaginians to fear, their 
manners did not, as before, decline 
gradually, but ruſhed like a torrent : 
into the greateſt exceſs of corruption. 
It was preciſely ſo in this count 7. 
After the power of Lewis the Four-' _ 
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9185 times, that there never was be- 


fore A more fatal | 
pation, _ 
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vas ſuffered tc aa _ at the 
5 i oa. above- mentioned. . TOLL. Ny 
6: Since that period 0 dontag : 
raging: particu — 
„„ within the laſt twenty years.) 
Moe need not recur to the 
others, for the ſcandalous 
excaſles which have long ſeeme t 0 
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It is not, however, meant hereby - 


to inſinuate, that in former days we 
were free from thoſe vices for which 


at preſent we are ſo juſtly cenſured, 
1t is only contended, that we practiſe 
them now in a much more notori ious 


and extenſive degree. 
If we turn our attention back to the 


reign of the licentious Charles the Se- 
cond, notwithſtanding his , perſonal - 
Profligacy, notwithſtanding the profli- 
gacy of them whom he choſe for the 
companions and partners of his de- 
baucheries, we ſhall find that his ex, 
ample, happily, had not that influ- 
"ence which it ſo ſeldom fails to have 
in the perſons of Kings. The num- 
ber of courtiers who imitated him 
was not con nie, when we reflect _ 
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on the temprations. 5 rice a ; 
and the majority of his ſubjects 
blamed. him openly for his conduct. 
But, what is ſtill more a recable to 4 
mind duly ſeaſoned with a veneration 
for probity, we ſhall find too, that, in 
the midſt of ſo digolute a Court, 

OL ſome of thoſe whoſe birth $f merit, 

and ſtation, intitled them to a nearer. 
approach of their ſovereign, had ho- 
neſty and courage enough to ignify 
to him their diſapprobation of his 
conduct. The Earls of Southam pton 
and Clarendon were frequently in- 
veighing, i in his preſence, againſt the 
vices and immoralities he ſo flagrantly 
practiſed and encouraged. The Duke 
of. Ormond, with a zeal and ſpirit 


deſerving of better ſucceſs than he 
met 


5 | 
: 1 * N 
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me * would often demand 12 


ence of him, for the purpoſe of warn- 
ing him of the ſcandal he occaſioned 7 
by che irregularity. of his life. Nei- 
ther were theſe the only courtiers 
who acted this equally bold and vir- 


tuous part. Charles himſelf would 


ſometimes jokingly ſay, that he had 
more preachers and : denoviſhees has 
any Prince in Chriſtendom: + 
Among other reaſons, - why the 
How were not ſodepraved in their 
n in the * of Charles the Se- 
cond, this leading cauſe may be aſ- 
igned: they had been engaged near 
thirty years in a moſt violent ſtruggle 
for the preſervation of their liberties. 


This ftruggle could not have been 


maintai ned without an immenſe ſtock 0 
9 Cx "ons of 


0 20 


; of virtue in thoſe who conducted and 
ſupported it. Even of thoſe ako em- 
braced the other ſide of the queſtion, | 
very few were actuated by principles 

of intereſt. Conſcience alone was the 
ruling motive that impelled ſo many 

thouſands to facrifice their fortunes 

and lives in the defence of the cauſe 
they had eſpouſed. Though both 
parties failed in the end, and neither 
the Royaliſts nor the Republicans bad 
been fortunate in their defigns, y et 
their ſpirits b unbroken. | 
Cromwell had i d ſubdued them, 
but all his abilities Fe never ſup- 
preſs their reſtleſs endeavours to ſup- 
plant him; and be had, to the hour 
or his death, as much to fear 19 5 
the one fide as from the Other. : 
. apt 


4 On the 1 the Royaliſt 1 
1 | 115 into two very diſtinct parties 3 | 7 9 : . 


the one for abſolute, the other for a 
limited power in the Crown : while 
tee Republicans, ſtill retaining their 
hatred to royalty, added a ſtrictneſs 
of morals in the tranſactions of pri- 
vate life, far beyond that of their an- 
tagoniſts. Theſe were, nevertheleſs, 
careful to ſhew themſelves not remiſs 1 
in the diſcharge of civil or religious - | 
. duties, in order ta eounterbalance the W 


| weight, which, by the ſeverity of 


a 


Y their lives and converſation, their „ 

. _—— had obtained. in the minds „ 
5 15 Am ak a 1 e 

1 ing the exceſſive gloomineſs and au- 

- eee ſo e affe Qed: and 
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| propagated by the Put - tans, wore o 
by degrees, yet it left ſuch profound 
traces in the diſpoſitions of the gene- 
rality of men, that, in ſpite of the; 30. 
vialneſs of Charles and his courtiers 
the nation could never be brought te 
reliſh his ways ; and though bis affa - 
dility rendered his perſon tolerably be- 
loved and popular, yet the maxims 
of his G ernment were never accept- 
able, and his morals alw as odious to 
1 pubhe at largmee. 
In the mean a the Aetrbens 
5 al amuſements he had imported, 
did not much diffuſe themſelves, and 
were chiefly confined to his palace: 
he ſtage only, which had been ſhut 
ever ſince the commencement of the 
ci wars, revived at his return. The 
V 2 55 bulk 
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bulk of 0 cf 55 = 

| 3 4 the P cople expreſſed very 
little fondneſs for any of the 1 new⸗i in- 1 
vented kinds of recreation 


bn 

* The reſult y was, that the temper of 1 5 
* the Engliſh nation was in a great 

5 meaſure untainted. The nobility, | 

% gentry, and commonalty, ſtill retain- | 
4 ed i in general their ancient ideas, and N 
3 both private and public virtue ſhone 

* forth upon many emergencies: wit- 

o neſs. the obſtinate adherence of the 

225 Parliament to their purſuits againſt | 
2 the Duke of Vork, afterwards James 
0 the Second: witneſs. the inflexible 

d parriotiſmn « of the many members who 

. were ſo often cloſeted, and whoſe i in⸗ 

W tegrity could not be violated by all 

e | thc allurements of court promiſes ank 

e preferments: 5 nor to pa by the 18 
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nominious s treatment which * court : 
minions met with from the public on 1 


ſundry occaſions; a circumſtance © 


which, though inf gnificant | in itſelf, 


fully demonſtrated how ſtrongly the 
contempt and execration for vice and 
proſtitution, however favoured and 
exalted, operated in the breaſts even 5 
of the commoneſt ſort at that time. 


The reign of Charles the Second | 


. Is been particularly infiſted on, be- 
- cauſe many perſons would infinuate, 

| that i it was a period marked by an 
| univerſal diſſoluteneſs of manners. 
True it is, that many of thoſe who 

ſtood up for the maxims entertained 
| : at court, being meer ſoldiers of fortune, 5 
2 did not give themſelves much ſolici- 2 


_ tude About the regularity of their 


ves : 


. 


25 * 


lives and manners; and, provided they 
had full licence to paſs their days in 


mirth and revelry, or rather, to ſpeak | 


more properly, in debauchery and 
viciouſneſs, they cared very little what 
kind of government ſubſiſted. In- 
dividuals of this diſpoſition and cha- 
rafter were not wanting. Of ſuch 
: conſiſt, at all times and in all countries, 
the major part of thoſe who profeſs 
an unlimited obedience and devotion 
to courts. But the main body of 
: the people was by no means either 
tinctured with ſo deplorable an infa- 
tuation, or plunged in thoſe vices 
that flouriſhed under the connivance 
and countenance of the court. 


Thus it may be affirmed, that, 


5 however vicious our anceſtors were 


Aa cen- 
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: 1 26 55 
à century ago, they are exceeded by 
their deſoendants; and that, when we 
55 Rigmatize. the reign, of Charles the 
Second as an æra of profligacy, 
e forget that it did no more than 
- lay the foundations of our preſent | ex- 
ceſſes. Lord Bolingbroke, an expert 
| judge ; in matters „ (6 quegue miſerrima 
 vidit, et quorum pars magna fuit,) of 
which he ſaw the miſerable effects 
and conſequences, . and wherein he 
was no inconſiderable actor in his 
early days, acknowledges that our 
luxury Was then but Houng, far from 
being arrived to the pitch he ſaw it 
carried to, long before the latter part 
of his liſe. No man becomes at 
once a conſummate. villain, is an axi- 


9 . nt £ more true del pefting, indiyi- 
9 - Guals, 


% — £ 


van, than oölleß þ 8 
he vaty nile frm 


2 ene ts —— of the endea 

vours of Charles and his adherents, | 
enough of both remained to refiſt the 
defigns of an iniquitous cour 
his reign, and to inſpire the nation 

with ſpitit and 


: 7 during 


nd vigour ſufficient to 
ing about the Ren, that hap- 


pily defeated the no leſs re 5 
Prchects of bis ſueceſſor. 


Having, it is preſumed, \ proved! that 5 


the Engliſh were a more upright, vir- 
tuous people, at that time, than at pre- 
. it may r be alked, why the 


9435 : | poets 
om 16460 4 7 - k 
; * 


— and 8 ingenious . 
thoſe days are ſo unchaſte and looſe 
in their productions, and =o ws 6 . 


pictures, unleſs they Jaw: thay were 

calculated for the meridian of their 
"wor and were well apprized t 
would meet with: a favourable re 
tion. This is eaſily anſwered, | 
Poets and writers, | who! were With 

d, were ſuch only as 
coincided with a views and manners 
of the cour ; Dryden, Otway, Ro- 
cheſter, Ether odge, ycherly, &c. 
Dryden's and Otway's dedications 
breathe the moſt abject ſpirit of ſla- 
very; and the whole world knows 
| Rocheſter to have been the downright 
champion of  obſeenity.- Theſe, and 
7% ( - 
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V 
1 uriters of the like caſt, may 
be ſaid to habe rather drawn N 


pictures as they imagined would 
Pleaſe, their patrons, than to have 


painted the really eriſtent manners of 
their cotemporaries. 


The only eee of e 


table. merit, that met with much ap- 


plauſe at court, was Hudibras. But 
even the ſucceſs of that was intirely 


owing to the ridicule it threw on the 


oppoſite. party. The obſcurity. that 


ſurrounded the immortal Milton, 
ſhews. how little attention was paid to 
real worth. None of thoſe, indeed, 

who. aimed at ſomething more than 
reputation in the republic of letters, 
confined. their parts merely to the 
e [ of their an and capacity: 


another 


umphant among XHod fe 


their morals, and from the ſimplicity 


the ſeiningonts' that were 'tri- 
CE were ou 
the head of fart... 8 

It was in deed the. 1 0 this went 


efforts of venal and immoral writers, 


e concurring aſſiſtance 


of the libertiniſm'of ſeveral among 
the great, that, towards the 1a 


of Charles's reign, an Aang 
change was wrought in the ethers 
of the Engliſn nation. They were 
fallen from the former ſtrictneſs of 


of their ways of living. On the 


whole, the national chsrzcter was 


impuired. But Lag MEI 


©S 
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not t ſpread ülelk ſo far, as to affect 


thoſe principles e on which the edifice 


of religion and niorality 3 is founded. 
Theſe Kill | remained unſhaken. 4 


Though men might run great lengths 


in their deviations from the precepts 


of either, their conſciences were not 
ſeared againſt admonition, and' they 
had not yet broken down thoſe fences, 
which are now experimentally found 
of o little efficacy, to to ſtem the 


torrent of paſſion, | intereſt, bk am- \ 


bition. 2 | 

After this recapitulation of 4 
fadts, on which we are to form 
a compariſon between the preſent 
times and the paſt, one may venture 
to affirm they eſtabliſh the opinion, 
chat we are inferior to our fore- 


fathers, 


8 


+ 3 + 8 
8 not only in thoſe qualities 


that enable mankind to appear with 
dignity. on the great ſtage of the 


Vorld, but in thoſe that render 


private liſe reſpectabſe. Without 
theſe latter, it is utterly im poſſible 
the former ſhould attain that ſummit 


of perfection. which renders them 
truly meritorious. _ For though it 


bas been advanced, that private vices 
may become, in their conſequences, 


| public benefits, it would be the 


height of abſurdity | to imagine, 
that the practice « of vice and iniquity 
at home, will not prove an impe- 


diment to the exerciſe of virtue 


abroad. 3 

It were nd es perhaps to. carry 
| ou our retroſ pect to remoter periods 
ſtcan 


9 0 N 
* by a 
BY 
: 5 | 
FL 
. 
. 
* 4 


we have examined : but i ig 
order tofilence, if poſſible, the cavils 
of thoſe who would inculcate the no- 
tion, that we are not ſunk into W 
wort ſtate of depravity that ever befel | 
us, it may not be, amiſs to inquire, 
what kind of ſpirit and manners pre- 
ed in the nation, during the times 


None can OPTIO eienof the un- 


e Charles the Firſt, to have 
been totall/ free from every ſpecies 


of licentiouſneſs in morals, ſo far as 
the iofirmity of human nature Will 
admit. There was in his days too 

much of buſineſs in every civil, i- 
tical, and religious department: 10 
perniit much thought and Rudy in 
JFC the. 
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the | im in jo h idle "pate 
Some attempts were made, it is true, 
at novelty in amufements; but they 
were of a kind that tefleQed honour 
on their authors, and ſhewed their 
ingenuity much more than their at- 
tachment to frivolous paſtimes. Such, 
| for ernte, Was the Cöbräted ps 
geant, among tlie contrivers and con 
| "_ of which, we find ome of the 
of the: age; 
| : even tha of : 2 Selden: 4 ſuch Was t he 
| Maſque of Corus; © 8 x ; 
Milton, to omit other inftances ; 


all 
of which, inſtead of 3 | tory 


proneneſs to levity in the times, 
proved, on the contrary, an exquifite 
taſte for decorum and propriety in 
Fs their methods of telaxation, and that 
he 


. 


. 


their patroniſers were men who fully 
underſtood bow to enjoy and recon- 5 
eile otium cum dignitate—leiſure and 
| recreation wry e 360 Tg- i 
by. 7 
| The ebnete of Ben Johns, 
| written at that ra, betray nothing of _ 
looſeneſs and immorality: : there are 
none in our language to which the 
ſaying is more applicable, caſtigat | | 
ridendo ; that their author was per- 
fectly Killed in the art of expoſing 
and reprebending vices and follies, 
with good humour and pleaſantry. 8 
__ Charles himſelf, todo him,juſtice, 5 
was not only a pattern of decency in 
bebaviour, but a profeſt diſcourager 
d of whatever had a tendency to levity : | 
it may e even be faid, that he carried 
15 5 J 


HO 


* 


. 


| Bis notions. of ſeriouſneſs and gra- 
vity too far, on ſome occafions. 
However, it cannot be objected to 
him, that he was a foe to decent, be- 
coming mirth ; on the contrary, his 
court abounded with thoſe diverſions 
7 that were compatible with the mz eſty 
. of his ſtation; and though an enemy 
5 to all exceſſes, he rather e in 
innocent amuſements. „ 
Mean time the Talent party, 
'which daily grew more numerous. and 
formidable, was compoſed of men, 
whole principles led them to teſtify 

| 'the moſt ſcru pulous abhorrence for all 
pleaſures that. bore the leaſt colour of 
danger to the morals of maikind, 


. Hence they deteſted all expenſive 


aieties in | their, paſlimes, and con- 
1 „ fined 


and could leave no 0 


5 


K 


fined chemſelyes to the moſt 1 and 
fimple relaxations, ſuch as were no 


more than abſolutely neceſſary for the 
refreſhment of the body and mind 


ccal ion for re- | 
pentance. V : 
= Though they were not 77 1 . 
prevailing | party, till their influence : 


was very ſtrong throughout the na: 


tion. The continual- perſecutions 


they underwent, inſtead of impreſſing 
the public with the notion that they 


ſuffered according to their deſerts, pro 


duced quite a contrary effect, and 


led people to examine. what they 
2 had done to draw down upon them 


1 


ſo much ſeverity. This inquiry was 
far from proving unfavourable to 
dem: it ae iy. Ou: men a 


1 cm- 


— 


1 1 5 ) _ 

5 pak on | for their Om gy 
4 Ce to ſee them mitigated. From 
| ſentiments of this kind, the tranſ-- 
tion was eaſy to ſentiments of indig- 
nation, againſt thoſe who puniſhed 
ſo unmercifully a deviation from 
modes of worſhip, far from eſſential 
in their nature. An theſe eonſidera- 
tions, joined to the purity of their 
manners, inſenfibly won them a pro- 


| digious f ſhare of Public: eſter; 3 Ane 


| RE models of ' imitation. 


Thus it appears, that M ings 
| conſpired in thoſe days to cheriſh 

rel derrinity in che deport- 
ment of men. The courtiers were 


ome 2 the "a of their LY 


5 guence of the Porirany, This ſerious 
| humour pre yailed, in all. claff 7 
- | profeffions; it ſhone principally 5 in 
dhe Vritings 155 the moſt eminent 
| ſccholars of that age, and was of ad- 
A mirable ſervice | in conferring ſtrength | 
| and. manlineſs_ on their fille, as Mr. 
; | Gordon Judiciouſly obſerves in the 
Diſcourſes with which he mans bis 


; tranſlation of Tacitus. : 1 
2 mould we paſs 5556 on athis 
: F Sean „ the mer it of the King him- 


1 
, 


elf, 2 — both wrote and ſpoke with 
1 ee and . intirely wor- 


* "1 F 2 AWD W 7 


We may bender 18 that 1 Tr 


3 


Who, however keen a connoiffeur of 
men and things, was more converſant 


0 that abs l FT C 
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in books of wit and amuſement, than in 
works of utility and inſtruction; and, 
| tho” no incompetent judge of literary 
meri t. was rather a facetious and agree- 

able companion, than a man of deep ; 


| knowledge or extenſive diſquiſit ition. 


8 5 


Tbe auſterity of manners that pre- 


a vailed on the diſſolution of the. mo- 


* 


= 
. 1 


narchy, i in all who poſſeſſed! or aſpi rec | 
at the been of La 8 too well . 


1 7 egy 


Voltaire fo pertinent y alk, ts fombre 7 
 adminiftration. de Cromwell——the : 
_. gloomy adminiſtration of Cromwell, 
left i noroom for any qualities to recom- . 
mend themſelves, but ſuch as were 
. conducive ; 


con ucive Atbet to the fapy jor of bis 
; authority, or to the welfare and gran- 
de | T of the nation. To ſueh qualities, | 

prejudice | itſelf muſt acknowledge he 
extended the moſt ready protection, , 
and even exerted his utmoſt induſtry 
to diſcover and render them ſervice- 


able ; 32s the many great and glorious 
events, reflecting equal luſtre on bis 
government and on the Engliſh : na- | 
f tion. will ever invincibly teſtify. . 


* 77 


Nor can i be denied, that this ce- 
lebrated man, in the midſt « of thoſe 
triumphs, that ſpread the terror, of his 
name over all Europe, was at tbe 
ſame time ſolicitous to form the man- 
ners of his countrymen, on a plan 
conſiſtent with the ſpirit and vigour 
which” was . the character of 
0 85 . * | 


0 15 
Engliſh | den. His pri ivate manner of 
living was ſuch 25 all fovereigns 
might im itate: regularity, one may 
well imagine, was the baſis: of a Puri- c 
tanie court; but it was not tinged 
with any pedantry. of fate : Oliver | 
had too. much of the ſoldier, to at- 
| tach himſelf to needleſs formalicies. 
The tenor of bis life was Plain and 
1 ſimple ; excepting "thoſe occafions 
v herein a dif ſplay of the greatneſs of the 
people whom he repreſented, was pro- 
per and neceſſary, he ſtudiouſiy avoid- 
ed all pomp and offentation. He ba- 
niſhed all fort of effeminacy i in apparel, 
paſtimes, and deportmept, from thoſe 
„ 2 whom he had any immediate 
Controul; whoever approached bim 


70 be to ee 0 flop. regy- 
enge : 1 - lation. 


a ee in his time able to n 
fuck a manly aſſemblage of c wurtiers 3. 
moſt! of them perſons of prime emi - 
nence in their va 4008s. - ſtations, and 
every way fit to be e n the 
execution of the n | 


Fit t chat had hs kindled hs the civil 
wars, ſubſiſted in its full force, and 
was yiſible in all tranſactions. Fi irm- 
neſs and magnanimity were the virtues 
of the times, and kept at a diſtance 
ä whatever bad the leaſt ſemblance of 
weakneſs and puſillanimity. All 
things partook of this vigorous diſpo- 15 
ſition; it infinuated itſelf into all 
7 companies, converſations, and am ſe- 
_ ments; $230" preſided over all denomi- 


nations, 


22" nes 


| nations, alike 0 ove e ma il 00 da 
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ä poſed tis; erte "Treatiſe on 
> Education. VVV 
With this e of foul, SY 
_ rived from an unfeigned contempt for 
| alt that was trifling and unmanly, it 
was no ways ſurpriſing. that bao 
Engliſh becarne, as Mr. Guthrie, in 
TL his Hiſtory of England, {tiles thei n 
| at that time, the heroes of the world. 
No European nation made then fo 
brilliant a figure. From the ſhores of 
Holland to the extremities of the Me- 
diterranean Sea, and of the Atlantic 
Ocean, their fleets ſtruck univerſal 
fear, and ruled with irrefiſtible ſway ; 
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1 A” 45 5 
their amba drs n be 
moſt profound reſpect and deference 


in all the courts of Chriſtendom; 
while individuals, whom their vari- 


ous occaſions called abroad, were 
treated every where with the urmoſt | 
* and-attention. : 
After this review of. the: temper. and 
manners of the times in England. 5 
from the reign of Charles the Firſt, 
let us ſtep back to that of bis father. 
No Prince in our hiſtory has met with 
leſs quarter from all biſtorians, than 


James the Furſt, Certain it is, he 


laid himſelf open to malice and de- 
traction, as if, he had reſolyed 0 
give himſelf no ſolicitude concerning 8 
what the world might ſay about him. 
He. was e deficient in that 


N 


fines: of mind. E 
few of thoſe ee -accomplſh- 
ments, and agreeable qualifications, 
that may ſometimes render a mo- 
narch's private character not unre- 
ſpectable, although his publie one 
may appear contempt 
thod of living and paſſing his time 


4 


| Weng of: vnde lending dd unt 


Ai tat: of, Frag _ 
e poſſeſſed but | 


ö ( * V His me- 


diſplayed of courſe very little of roy- 


alty. ' Poſfibly the reſtraints he had 


been bred unc 
ptehenſions he was in 8 tur. 


bulence of the ruling men 


r, che continual ap- 


land, before his n to the | 


Crown of England, and the habit of 
plying himſelf to. CI ſtudies, 


for 


Cad: 5 
193k A Woog courſe of years, all thieke 
cauſes might have contributed to nor- 
Tow his faculties. Whatever the 
ſon may have been, he gave but little 
4 con ragement to any ſpirit of manli- 
neſs, by his example, which tended, 
on the contrary, to work a diminu- 
tion of that noble ſtock of it which 
had been left him, as it wow by way 
of inheritance, together | 
| Crowh, by Queen Elizabeth: 
Many were the paſtimes d * 
verſions which he patroniſed, in- i 
duced no doubt by their novelty; to pe: 
him, who had been fo long uſed 
to a ſevere manner of living, unac- 
Juairite d with plenty, cloſely: ſtinted 
kind of N and. now 
"oh 


rea- . 


on een, mich, all for of 
| abundance and ſplendor, 
But, notwithſtanding x ay uſe. * 
made of his ne w- acquired fortune, 
vas more like that of a needy youth 
Juſt arrived at the poſſeſſion of a la 
_ eſtate, than of a Prince lucceedi g u 
a long- expected erown,. yet the con. 
tempt he ſoon fell under prevent 
the contagion from ſpreading. The 
frequent compariſons made by his ; 
ſubjects betueen him and his prede- 
ceſſor, the meanneſſes both in his 
e and AO Pt: eur, e 
thoſe Er St ſunk him, fo low 
in their eſtimation, that whatever he 
(aid, wrote, or did, Wu . delt 

1 in their eyes. on, 
bf The 


. 
4 a 
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1 * conſequence was, that James 
was left to enjoy himſelf and his 
amuſements, amidſt a circle of 1 inte- ; 
reſted courtiers, who buoyed him 
up with all that incenſe of flat- 
tery with which feeble minds are ſo 
charmed; while the whole nation 
rung with diſcontent and complai nts 
of his conduct and maxims; and 
while, what was ſtill more diſhonour- 
able; he 'was held in derifion, and 
his adminiſtration reviled in eee 
Court abroad. VV 

In the mean time, ada nation \ ſtill 
preſerved ihe illuſtrious character it 


had ſo long ſuſtained. The world 


was too clear · ſighted to involve the 
ds and his ſubjects in the ſame 
condemnation. | The inclinations and 

e . 
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purſuits of the 
as heretofore. Their minds, occu- 


TT 50 5 


public were the tice 


pations, and pleaſures, grave, ſpirited, 
and manly. So far, indeed, were 


they from receiving any influence 
from the character of their monarch, 
that his own ſon Henry, as promiſing 
a young Prince as ever raifed the ex- 
pectations of a kingdom, could never 
be brought to expreſs the leaſt reliſh 
or approbation of his father's con- 


duct. Such of the n nobility and gentry 
as had no immediate « connexion with 


the King s particular court, were of 
the ſame opinion as this gallant 
youth; and addicted themſelves: to 
' thoſe occupations and paſtimes he de- 
lighted in: © theſe were all of an active 
kind, and much in the ſti 


e of that 
e 


{i 


he v was ons in, "wh en, on a 
French ambaſſador's coming to take 
his audience of leave of him, he bad 
him tell his  mafter, Henry the 


Fourtb, that he bad left the Prince 
of Great Britain — to roſs the 


lanee: | 


If FAN ſo feeble a head as ive 
the Firſt, the Engliſh nation ſtill re- 


rained its native manlineſs of diſpoſi- 


tion, well might it flouriſh with di- 
ſtinguiſhed* luſtre, under fo bright a 
pattern as Queen Elizabeth; a wo- 
man on whom the European nations 
conferred, ring i 1 wo 


title of King: OD Was ths 


| Succeeding t to a precarious 3 
ſhe found herſelf ſurrounded by as 


9 enemies as ſhe had DN 5 


E * 1 Theſe 


1 * we F 
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The ſe enemies « conſiſted of the greatel ˖ 5 
politicians, and powerfulleſt Princes 


in Europe. She found her own realm 
exhauſted, while her enemies attack- | 


ed her on the one hand with numerous 


armies, and on the other, with a pro- 


fuſion of treaſure, exerted their ut- 

moſt endeavours to bribe and alienate 
thoſe in whom ſhe placed her confi- 
_ dence, and relied for ſupport. The 


.zeal and fidelity of her ſubjects, 
charmed with her virtues and ſublime 


qualities, enabled her to riſe ſuperior 
to all her foes; and not only to defeat 
the ſchemes they had formed againſt 
her perſon and kingdom, but to carry 


her victorious arms into their own 


territories: thus teaching mankind, 
that Princes who 9 in the hearts 


and 


4 
is 
N. K 
Fo ; 92 
9 
* 


= heidi ue not ha. apprehenſite of ” 
; danger from abroad. 


But let us conſine i: cc 5 


peer ſyſtem of living adopted by 
Den Elizabeth, and the . 


it had over the Engliſh. _ 
On her acceſſion, all en 3 


1 church and ſtate were in the ut⸗ 
moſt diſorder. N othing but reforma- 
tion in her own. domeſtic methods of 


oceeding, could further effectually 


the work ſhe taok in hand, of new- 
moulding the religion and the policy. 
of the realm. She ſaw herſelf, 
therefore, obliged to lead the way in 
perſon. With a magnanimity truly 
becoming ſo glorious and difficult an 
erprie, He determined to acquire 


8 e 


by her own e FRO the right of Z 
inforcing the practice of thoſe ſalutary 
regulations, which her capacious 
mind had framed for the ſafety, wel- 
1 atid reputation of her kingdom. 
In order to create and encourage 
1 a ſpirit of temperance and moderation 
in the ways of living, the wiſely ſup- 
preſſed that needleſs luxurious plenty 
at court, ih a great meaſure owing to 
the pernicious generoſity, and oſten- 
tatious magnificence of her father, 
Henry the Eighth.” She introduced 
à leſs expenſive manner of fopporting 
the en of the crown, " 
rem n ſordidneſs and ' prot 
fich; and, by unitipg e wit 
abundance, ſhe Jaid the truelt Waun 


„ 


Tbeſe retrenchments were made ſo 
Fee that none appeared to 
have fallen but on things abſolutely 
uſeleſs and unprofitable in every 
light. Her court ſtill remained mag. 
nificent and ſplendid, and ſurpaſſect 
in theſe. reſpects all the courts of 
Chriſtendom, 1 
An conformity. to the Matti he had 
ſet her ſubjects, they learned to ally | 
domeſtic plenty with prudence and. 
diſcretion, in their expences; and to 
ſeek. rather to enjoy the ſweets and 
comforts of life, than to make an idle 
and ſuperfluous parade of them. , 
Mean while, that all claties and 
2 conditions: of men might act according 
to this beneficial ſpirit, rules and or- 
dinances were enacted, in order to 
„ | 24 e reſtrain 


K 1 3 


reſtrain al immoderate 
on thoſe occaſions where people are 
apt to go beyond due limits. Even 
her own courtiers were not exempt | 
from her ſevereſt reprimands, when 
they exceeded what ſhe CI the . 
| bounds of propriety. 

In the midſt of this vanes to 
" dileks extravagance of every denomi- 
nation, no ſovereign was more atten- 
tive to impreſs. foreigners with the 
higheſt ſenſe of reſpect for herſelf, 
and for the realm ſhe governed. On 
thoſe "emergencies | that neceſſarily 
call for a diſplay of grandeur, ſhe 
5 ſpared nothing to render her perſon 
and her court ar and brilliant. 
* "A indeed, ſhe can be reproached 

wih 1 8 era, g it i may be for hav- 


* 57 5 9 
ing — ber fondneſs Ht drels 
3 and decoration too far, and for hav- 
5 3 entertaned too partial an "opt 
ge" us, — draw the on” 
B or” oblivion over theſe unimportant 0 
;  foibles, and examine her conduct in 
) ſcenes of a more exalted, nb more 
2 —_— nature. bh Aon 
| Had the done no more dich in- - 

e habits | of carefulneſs and oy 1 
ccοOmy among her ſubjects, that - 

alone would have been rendering 1 
them an eſſential ſervice, at a time 

when they were particularly: wanted _ 
in a country that was beginning to 
5 launch into many channels of trade, 
and endeavouring to make a capital 

figure in a province, for which" its 

e was ſo e calculated. ELD 

; | Thr 1 
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But ber wind was 05 penetrating | 
| Sit, to ow ea She fo her 
enemies on the continent daily gather- 
ſtrength would be exerted againſt her; 
the knew that her prancipel ne 
would be on her people me 
and RR Es gerek, be dener 
of affairs in Europe, inſtead of re- 
Ceiving aſſiſtance from others, her on 
aſſiſtance would, in all probability, 
= be e nn n het! ee r 
ab ad. E tl 
Theſe were - ſufficient - motives / to 
6 Ps for the day of trial, and to 
ſummon all thoſe helps that were re- 
\quiſirer to face thoſed dange ww ſou 


11 Queen of 4 great ad selle 
5 nation. In order to inure equally 
. che winds and bodies of men to for- 
titude and vigour, dhe was careful 
: in her diſcourſes to pay the bigheft 
homage to valour, and to give the 
Weste encouragement to perſons of 


web: \phout the youthful claſſes, un- 


in military exerei > 


36 verſant meithe Ufe b 
? thoſe diverſions * ere Hoe 
reſemblance of war. TT 
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nown bravery. To diſſeminate a 
4 martial temper, and a uſeful emulation | 


| 'retnitting care was taken to train up 
es all whoſe ſta- 
uty required them to be 
arms; and 
cireulated that bore 180 | 


en ers aged, 
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be tt were apparent in a ſhort: time. 


The nobility, the gentry, the com- 


monalty, animated with her own ſpi- 


5 "ts vied with each other in feats of 


manly proweſs; ; and both town and 
e were filled with men Kilful : 
in military matters. 1 1 TY 

Leet it not be d. that uk 6 a turn 
of mind is apt to make men rude 


and ferocious, . and to take them 


off from more profitable employ- 
ments; that it is only in a meer 
military ſtate, like that of Rome or 
Fparta, that ſueh a ſyſtem is admiſſi- 
ble; and that it tends to deſtroy the 
ſedateneſs of temper. neceſſary for the 
carrying on of trade and mme. 


| '> tures.- DT ons 
Expen ace has ew theſe mils 


to 
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to 


e 


e 


to be il. founded. Without recurring 


to any other proof, the experience of 


thoſe very times has ſhewn the re- 
verſe to be true. Far from being rude _ 
and ferocious, Queen Elizabeth's 
courtiers were the moſt ſhining orna- 
ments of the realm: an Eſſex, A ; 
Sydney, a Raleigh, not to mention 
many more, were names in whom 


politeneſs, learning, and heroiſm, 


The nobility and gentry throughout 
the realm were formed on the ſame 
model. The people, at the fame 
time, in the midft of this addiction 


to warlike exerciſes, were ſo far from 


being unprofitably em ployed, that it 
is preciſely from this period we are 2 
0 date the principal n. 


r * Fo 2 (8 > 
_ = So 9 9 


of moſt improyements in every /branch 
| of trade and every uſeful art. 
The truth was, that Elizabeth 
knew how to. reconcile. theſe various 
i purſuits, and to render them ſubſer- 
vient to the grandeur and felicity 
of her people. This was the great 
and ſole art of government by which 
| the became ſo univerſally reſpected. 
This is the only art by which the 
. judicious part of mankind pronounce 


1 5 1 on the worth Or demerit of their ru- 


lers; and this, i in ſhort, is that royal 
— neceſſary art, which Ns poſ⸗ 
5 ſeſſes not, is unfit to wear a crown. 
While the proſ perity of the nation 
was thus wiſely conſulted, and ſo- 
Iidly eftabliſhed at home, its glory 


and reputation 1 were no leſs conſpi- 
- | | 1 — 95 Fans Wk cuous 
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At 


7 by = woe | = eee ee 
their own country, the Engliſh, : when 


lled into foreign parts, appeared to 


an advantage that ſignally diſtin- 
 gviſhed them, in the many .memo- 


rable ſcenes that marked thoſe trou- 


| 2 g | | 8 8 


of Orange, Mauritius, acknowledged 
dem be the flower of his army; 


and the great Henry the Fourth. of 


Te ſtiled them the en of 1 0 
his victories. | 


No men 6 8 


| -Woftrious teſtimonies : 5 it was. not 1 


in the . they gave of 1 in- 


ebrated Prince of Par- 
ma, * "Ala Farneſe, looked on 
| avi as his moſt dangerous enemies; 


| xrepidity that eee bene 
remarkable; their diſcipline was no 
leſs admired ; and chiefly the ſpeedy 
facility with which the new levies 
that came from England, attained 
the knowledge and {kill of veterans. 
This was entirely owing to the prac- 
tice of thoſe military feats at home 
that have been mentioned, and 


i which. were in a manner become 


! 1 
a 8 
5 0 . 
rte : 3 
* * . * 
» . * 4 
* 
” 


| uſual and _—_ favourite 
paſtimes. e a 
Jo ſuch a degre of 0 
Fe were the generality of people arrived, 

and the fact was ſo well known, that 
the miniſtry of England, fully ac- 
quainted with the ſtrength and power 
cf the. nation, neither betrayed nor 


felt any timorouſneſs on the approach 


{.the. Spaniſh arma, da. The p people 
themſel ves were, ſo well apprized- of 


eir oun capacity to face the foe, 
E from e in the leaſt inte 


c. concern, ow. what 
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enemy. 5 


raiſed among them, farined bk 
ſelves inſtantly to diſci 
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- tart car were wow 1 the 
s of all 


countenances and diſcourſes 
individuals promiſtucuſſy, when this 


country was menaced wh a French 
Invaſion, at the commencement 'of 
laſt war; it cannot Gail to excite our 
utmoſt indignation, that fince the 
Neſtoration, a De of A whole cen 
. tury, no adequate means had been 
_ adopted to prevent fo ſhameful a de- 

zondeney from having juſt ground 
on ſuch a contingency. The fertlement 
of the weed that had fo long taken 
oi tary * of bade pe. mul- 


90% 


- 


ought to have de ae Wboever 
leeks on em ab been | 
| of the preſet ſy lem d MM 

national eee r | 
of well. | 
wiſdom and firmneſs of the admin. 5 
ſtration of che late Earl 
to bring abour this 

bo * be done n moser iv would: 

W 


have beer Lolficient to endear his ne- 
wm to future generations. e 
But to return to the days of Eliza» 
has What highly merits; our at- 
tention, and will undoubtedly afford 
particular ſatisfaction to thoſe who 
delight in that exterior glare, which 
is ſo conſpicuouſly the taſte of the 
preſent times, the manlineſs of cha- 
racter peculiar to the Engliſh of that 
æra, was ſo wir from anterfering with 
_. the leſs -rugged purſuits of .genteal 
fe, that 1 it may truly be ſaid, that, 
at no time ſince, the real art and en- 
joyment of it Was bett er underſtood 
ans practiſed... . 1 
With en to 1. e 
4. elegance, which render domeſtic 
life agreeable and ſplendid, the Eng- 


, 8 


2 69 > 
—— that age the TONY 
Europe; ſcarce any nation except- 

ed: the only people that could enten 
into competition with them, were 
the Italians; among whom long be- 
fore the arts of civilization and po- 
lite living had been chiefly cultiva- 
ted. But at this period, England 
vied with Italy itſelf in. theſe ro- 
ſpects. This- aſſertion may appear 
bold and hazardous; but is neverthe- 
leſs ſtrictly true, and confirmed even 
by the teſtimony of an Italian cotem- 
porary writer; one who was no leſs. 
z perſon than an Ambaſſador from = 
the Republic of Venice-to hs Cole . ' 8 
of England; a man who, from the „ 
purport of his errand hither, muſt, 


1. ſhould ſeem; have had acceſs to the 
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| beſt, and moſt authentic bfemaciun 
that could be procured, that of ocular 
_ (fays he) gue Angles exſuperet /plen- 
dore domefiico, there is no nation on 
nne 


5 meltic ſplendor. 


This domeſtic ſplendor. was nok 
_ confined to a few grandees; it was 
| bappily very much diffuſed. Fo- 
reigners, who viſited England at that 
period, expatiate upon it in a manner 
chat ſhews bow pleafingly they were 
ſtruek with it, and at the ſame time 
how different the ſcene was from what 
they had been: uſed to een, elſe· 
where. 

. what powerful added to this 


5 * . Ga 
the ate that a eee I, W 
laudable turn of mind afthe people of 


re to public utility. It was com · 


mon, among ſuch as could afford it, 


to hold, at ſtated times, a kind of open 
court, for all comers to diſplay their 


talents and abilities in arms and horſes 


manſhip. We read even of an Arch- 


the purpoſes of war, and entertained 


many. young gentlemen in his houſe- 


hold, who were carefully inſtructed, 


not only in the academical, but alſo 
in the military ſciences, | This inuſtri- 
ous e was a particular favourite 


"TS h es 


Talhjon, in thoſe days, to uſe their 
in ſuch a manner, as might 


biſbop of Canterbury, who kept a 
great number of horſes, trained for | 
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no doubt, Be cee not pay 10 court 
more effectually to ſo excellent a miſ- 
treſs, than by imitating her in what 
be knew was uppermoſt in her mind, 
the promoting of whatever could 
Prove conducive to the glory 1 0 _ | 
vice of the kingdom. | © 
Another object equally Alting 
our attention, was the flou riſhing 
condition of literature and the polite 
arts : they were held in the higheſt 
_ eſtimation, ' and cultivated by alt 
ranks, without exception, as far as | 
| their occupations would permit, 
This circumſtance claims a more ſpe- . 
cial conſideration; dbecauſe there are 
ſome who think, that ſrickneſs of 
virwe ol rs; are often Habte tö 


ſu ffer 


: GIS 
. 


r from a communication with. 


the Muſes: but they who reaſon in 
this manner, forget that it is ner 
* 11 50 corrupt on but we who 


examination, the welten and [bam 


of men have been indebted, for the 
heroiſm of thoſe motives that rendered 
their actions great and laudable, to | 
the happy attachment they] have Pro- 


feſt for literary purſuits. 


But that particular which ought | 


to be weighed above all others, is 
that the gayeſt and moſt delightful of 


all genteel paſtimes, 1 may. be faid to 


have commenced i in this zra of man- 
lineſs and gravity : this was the 


ſtage; which roſe under Shakeſpeare” s 
hands t to a a of dignity, which 
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tainments, none were mee with 

more approbation and applauſe, none 

followed with more appetite and ar · 
dour. But the real reaſon was not 
| meerly b Dec auſe they were dr matic, 
but becauſe they. were calculated to 
: pleaſe the taſte of a judicious, re · 
flecting people, and were fraught 
with an aRtive kind of inſtruction. 
Thus it muſt appear, that the age 
of veen Elizabeth was not only vir- 
tuous and manly, but at the ſame 
time no leſs poliſhed, ſplendid, and 
even gay. The combination of all 
theſe has been pointed out, to obviate 
the abſurd notions of lome, who ſeem 
to imagioe, that the virtue of our 
forefathers was rather an aſperity of 
Manners, 
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their Ways 1 ne. 5 


eee 


menen cc 


by imputing it t0 thaſe 2 


that are daily taking place in 


every branch, Where elegance is 


chiefly to dictate and prefide. They 
poſſibly conclude, that che mind, 


by being long confined to objects vo 1 


neceſſary in their nature, and of no 


ſerious tendency, „ contracts a ſort of 


levity, that lays it more open to the 
attacks of effeminacy, 


When the mind is taken oat == 
as 9 N and employs 
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mangers, owing in a great meaſure to 
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Babitually an immoderate length of 
time in chat manner, then indeed it can» 


| not fall hs. 1 ieee c . 


baſedi This s preciſely the caſe of the 
preſent age. An inceffant round of 


meer amuſements, tems the capital 
bent and purſuit of the generality of 
thoſe who figure in what is ſtiled bigh 
Ife. But when attention does not turn 
amuſements i into buſineſs, when it is 


ehie fly occupied'i in what can really | 


claim the title of improvements, whe= 


ther they are intellectual or manual; 


whether they; are abſolutely neceſſary, 
or only uſeful ande convenient, or even 
fimply ornamental, while they contri- 


bute to the mutual ſupport and cement 


of ſociety, and to increaſe the i innocent 


comforts of life, it is ſurely unreaſon» 
le: 


£0 


able to. 8 them of effeminating 
and exon the manners . man- 
Kind. 3 

9. 75 are 1 "therefore, to ps 4 in 
the refinement of arts, for the ſource | 
of our preſent corruption in morals ; 
we are to ſeek for it in thoſe endleſs 
refinements i in the modes of pleaſure, 
that. ingroſs the attention of the times 
in A ſeandalous degree. Both hi igh 
and Jow are equally. captivated by 
them: the only difference is, that 
the high are entirely abſorbed i in their 
enjoyment, while the low can only | 
regret their inability to launch i into 
equal exceſſes, and vent their envy 
of thoſe whom fortune has qualified 
to live it this riotous manner. : 

Were the loſs of time they occa- 


ton, or even the — they draw 
after 


„„ 
after them, their worſt conſequences, 
even in theſe reſpects they would be 


ſufficiently pernicious : but when we 
reflect, that the multiplicity of the 


diverſions introduced among us is of 
the moſt baneful tendency ; ; that it en- 
= courages idleneſs and extravagance, in 
their fulleſt extremes, and of courſe 


opens a door to the praflice of the 


moſt daring licentiouſneſs ; it is hig bh 
time they ſhould meet with the ani- 


madverſion of thoſe, whoſe duty 


it is to controul and give a check to 
whatever can be proved of miſchie- 


vous conſequence to the nation, „ 


either i in a public or private light. | 
The toleration of theſe continual 


| ſcenes of riot and diffi pation, can 
n. be demonſtrated, no leſs i in- 


jurious 


o 
, 


WC ” 5 
0e ts „ the political wah, then 
to the morals of our people. This 
will evidently appear, if we caft an 
eye on the effects they have prod ced 
in thoſe countries, where they have : 
been admitted and countenanced. _ 

Without entering into a diffuſe FR 
tail, let us examine what has happen- 
ed in thoſe nations that excite our 
mote immediate notice, and are prin - 
cipally viſited and frequented by our 
anten Italy and France, 

In Italy, where a boundleſs appe- 
tte for luxurious diverfions firſt ori- 
ginated, the date of its birth. was fol- 5 
_—_ bya general corruption of man- 

This eorruption began by poi- 

cning the ſource of domeſtie felici- 
* and deſtroying thoſe motives that 
| | render 


qc 0 


ö render home a ſcene o . moſt per- 
manent pleaſures. The reciprocal 
ties of lawful love were loaſened, and : 
gave way to the infamies of luſt and 


praſtitution. The names of huſband 
and wife became gradually words of 
| farm, ney and the. moſt criminal con- 
nexions grew at length not only com- 


mon, but in a manner authoriſed, 


through | the force of example, and 


the e prevalence of a ſpecies of i iniquity, 
that is a peculiar | ſcandal to * 


country. FN 


Such were 7 5 in pri- 
vate life, of, this s thirſt of : 


FRY 
5 
k * 


public affairs, 57 SED the manli- | 


. "7 8 * 


neſs of temper and diſpoſition, neceſ- 


dary for the eng, and carrying 


2 1517 3% on 


on of 


* 8 3 
feat deſigns, the His of 
the ſlate mouldered' away, through 
the diſfipitedneſs and effeminacy of 
individuals. Hence, during the 
ſpace of two centuries, that once 
flouriſhing country has been viſibly 


on the decline: their formerly cele- 


brated Re publics have now loſt their 
importance; the better half of the 
country is ſubjected to foreigners; 
and the greater part of the inhabi⸗ 
tants are ſunk into hn moſt as. 
tible medlenge?-! ot 57 14 

Ihe French, though mien 7 


a great and reſpectable nation, 


are immoderately addicted to looſe 


and luxurious paſtimes. This is 
meant of the upper claſſes. "They | 


retain of courſe but little of th 


„ 


the happineſs of life. 5 
This virtue is nan Adeliry, 
"hch always flouriſhes or decays, in 
proportion as theſe dangerous amuſe- 
-ments meet with COUNLENAngE: or diſ- 
een, 
That a pit a of tibertiniſen' 1s e 
mt from an unreſtrained frequentation 
of them, is ſuffici ently obvious, by 


the effects it produces. It is the uni- 
verſal complaint of the ſenſible and 


virtuous part of ſociety, in France as 
well as In Fan, f and ws other 


Though the e i Ae 
From ſuch. a+ diſpoſition, have been 
made light of, and treated rather lu- 
Rey than. * by ſuperfi- 


cial 


111 
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2 os . bad to Ra who v view 


4 


them atrentively a and Judiciouſly, they 
will manifeſtly appear to deſerve 


- being numbered, among the greateſt 


5 y 95 + 33 yy EP i] 
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eus; as they exert as fatal an 
uence over the public welfare c a8 
over * Private haj ppineſs. This i is 2 
poſiti oh that will be completely elu- 


2 1 


cidated, by cot nfidering the actual , 


Rare of matrimony i in. France; an 
by en tainining, at the ſame time, how | 
far the ſpirit and practice of it; is 
called gallantry,” is compatible with 
the ne Aude 85 tente of A tree con. 
an the great in Naanss, N. is ; 
idly poſfible to diſtinguiſh whoſe 
tiuptial partner à man of a woman is, 
by any other mark than that t of opel. 
168 G 2 * Jations 
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lation. Among the leßs important 


claſſes, the ſame humour prevails, a8 


far. as their circumſtances will admit 5 


3 of. 


3 


of an imitation of the great. e 

oy he F rench Ladies are ſtrangers to 
reſtraints, and enjoy unbounded free · 
dom. Their buſbands never think of 
thwarting their inclinations, and. al- 
low them full permiſſion to, tha e 
their courſe a8 they judge proper, in r 
What relates to their perſonal condud. 
In conſequence of this unreſtraint, 
che women addict themſelves to the 
purſuit of their pleaſ aſures, vithout i in- 
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terruption or fear; and ſeem to feel 
but little ſolicitude about the world's 
opinion of their proceedings. , Hul- 
bands are too civil to make much, if 
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licence to 4 wives, they debar 


themſelves from none, in their turn. 


Hence it is, that France is a ORE 
where gallantry. i is in high 1 oy 

bears : aleſs odious aſpect than it Tn 

| moſt other parts; tho ſurely no 7 

can be more ſcandalous, f in the eye 

deceney, than a ſyſtem of infamy me- 


thodized, as it were, and openly car- 


ried on, and allowed of Wy a. tacit 
Kind of agteement. TY 
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; proceed thoſe voluntary ſeparations 
yr each fide, of family, ſociety, and 
almoſt acquaintance, . under the ſame. 


bſolute and 
roof; each poſſeſſing the a 

| 15 property of different apartments, 
different ſervants, different equipages, 
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Hence alſo, what! is much worle, that 
frequent indifference of the men, for 
what they have often little realon to 
elteem their genuine progeny. 

"Ir" 8 no ſmall happineſs, "that, 
amidſt the abſurd, ſervile, and detri- 
mental imitation of foreign modes and 
manners, that execrable one, of inf 
delity in the marriage ſtate, h- as not 
yet been imported into England in 
any very extenſive degree; and that, 
luckily for the public, the guilty, 
however exalted, are fin gled out as 


objects of ſhame and contempt. - 


Whether the good ſenſe for which 
hi nation is ene, or whether 
the nature of our government has bi- 
| vw o proved HI effectual in pre- 
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venting it, is hard to tell: They bor 
undoubtedly have op poſeck it; but 
probably more the latter cauſe; as it 
is obſervable, that this avowed reci- 
pracal indifference in the married par- 
ties, is a, vice that has ſeldom been. 
non toflouriſh in a republican ſtate. 
Among the Greeks and Romans, 
Love long accompanied, as well as 
preceded, marriage. This is meant 
of the virtuous and flouriſhing times 
of thoſe celebrated vations. Among 
the Romans eſ pecially, matrimonial 
affection ſubſilted ſo long, and in 
ſuch repute, that we find but one 
ſingle inſtance of a diverce among 
them, for the ſpace of five hundred 
years; an incident the more 8 


privilege of RL to that expedi TY 
ent, whenever they RI il ou | 
from their wives. 


Let no man cite the phy: 


of Venice and Genoa, where the 


practice Prevails of huſbands con- 


ſenting, as it were through cuſto⸗ 
mary preſeription, to a proſtitution 


of their wives. Neither Venice nor 
Genoa are ſtrictly republics, though 
they affume the name: they are 
abſolute ariftocracies, where a ſet of 
hereditary maſters lord it over the 
multitude, aud by a ſeries of opprel- 
five politics have ingroſſed the powers 
of adminiſtration, to the excluſion 
of all other individuals, however 
conſpi picuous their worth, or however 


ſeviceable their abilities might ors 
; tothe P_ 8 
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wealths, thoſe of Holland ot . 
Swiſſerland for inſtance; countries 


which, though far from being the 


favourites of nature, are, through 
the induſtry and virtues of the inha- 
bitants, the ſeats of as much true 
happineſs as any nations ever enjoyed 
in the moſt delightful ſituations that 
climate or ſoil can afford. Here we 
ſhall find the ties of mutual affection 
triumphant, and infidelity between 
the ſexes held in its proper and me. 
rited abhorrence : here, in conſe- 


quence of this . ſalutary deteſtation, 
the genius of domeſtic felicity pre- 


ſides in all its glory, and, if ſuch 2 15 
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that are free, than in ſuch a 
_  Gbje& to arbitrary power, Fo Alte 


that. ſhower ow Ae more it con- 
tributes to real comforts and pleaſures, 


than thoſe empty devices to render 


life a meer parade, which are che 


boaſt of ſome nations ls 6 ortunate. 
8 knen more magnificent. 2 95 nets ; +7 


The reaſan why virtuou: 
2 more -diffufive exiſtence in > fates | 


more virtue is requiſite in the pg 
bliſhment, cementing, and prefers 


| vation of the en whereas in the 


latter, force alone is the Func a: 


dad ruling principle. 59 5 
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vernment will be more f 


worthy characters, than 2 deſpotie 


one. In this, obedience to the ſo⸗ 
vereign being conſidered as the ſu- 
reme ſtandard of perſonal deſert, 


: 105 | every other inſtance of merit 
holding but a "ſecondary. rank, it 


will too readily follow,” that from 


mplicitly imitated. | 
Thus, when a th ; or, "hich, 
is the ſame, when the rulers. in ſuck: 
a conſtitution addict themſelves to 2 


courſe of licentious living, as it 
uſually happens where men have na- 


bar either of ſhame or apprehenfion. 


in their way, their vicious examples. 


excite a much more general imitatiow 
8 mn the . _ multitude, = 
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than the iy precedents of individuals 
can occafion in a, commonwealth, 
Here happily none are of i importance 
enough to influence the manners. of 
a whole people, while theſe, retain n 
neceſſary ſpirit of. wat fu 
. Jealouſy of their principal, fellow-ci- 
tizens, and diſdain to look upon them 
in any other light than of that per- 
fect equality, which ought fo care 


To fully to be maintained, in every eſ⸗ 


ſential reſpect, among all the mem- 
bers of a free ſtate. 1 1 

From theſe premiſes i it is | apparent 
| how much greater the contagion of 
any vice. is likely to be i in arbitrary | 
governments, than in à country, 
_ where the ſpirit. of freedom reigns 
in 0 full Tide: inſpiring men with 


mind . reſoluteneſs 


Freedoms”. 
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j chat independency. of. thinking and | 
acting, which prompts every one to 
judge of and i imitate alten „ en, 


reſpect of perſons, _ 


What claims our attention fil 


more, it is no. leſs clear, from what 
bas been alledged, that, whenever 
| gallantry happens to gain ground, it 
; introduces 2 diſpoſition 'to levity, 
and diminiſhes the ſpirit of man- 
neſs. When once a paſſage is 


opened to thoſe vices that  effe- 


minate the manners of a people, 


they never fail to terminate in a 
deſtruction of that fortitude of 
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to introduce among us à vice tendin 
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. © Tt cannot be denied, that an Hä- 
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tately become ſo faſbiofable, is is ih 
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the wantonneſs of thought vb ich the 
cannot fail to inſpire ; all theſe have 
a manifeſt tendeney to make a power- 
ful impreſſion on the paſſions; and 


it muſt be confeſt, that human frailty 
ſtands in great danger, in the midſt 
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” 1 wit; looſe | habits contracted by 
| n frequenting them. on $159 
That ſuch is the opinion of ber f 
reflecting people, may be plainly ga- 
thered, by the diſſatisfaction and the 
murmurs excited among them, on thi 
| diſcovery of an addiction, or a pro- 
penſity, to theſe. amuſements, in any 
of thoſe females, in the preſervation 
: of whoſe character and good name 
ed. a8 g- 
_ rents, guardians, or relations. 
In addition to thoſe that have been 
adduced, one might bring a variety 
of arguments and inſtances to prove, 
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alone is a par infamy in pri- 
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mat was noted for the other. 
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to, will be derived a more extenſive 1 
or reſtricted conformity to thoſe fla- 

; gitious models, , to en imitation o 
which experience teadhes, that human 
nature is ſo con tagiouſly addicted. 
Good ſenſe alone is not a fulfcien 
1 barrier to ſtop the incurſion of perni- 
cCious examples. There is ſenſe 
5 enough in Fri nce, in Italy, and elfe. 
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